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EDUCATION AND HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE’S - EIGHTH REPORT - “INQUIRY INTO 
THE CAUSE AND EXTENT OF LEAD POLLUTION IN THE ESPERANCE AREA” 

Government Response - Statement by Minister for Planning and Infrastructure 
MS A.J.G. MacTIERNAN (Armadale - Minister for Planning and Infrastructure) [9.05 am]:  Today I will 
table the state government’s response to the Education and Health Standing Committee’s report “Inquiry into the 
Cause and Extent of Lead Pollution in the Esperance Area”.  The government supports the overwhelming 
majority of the recommendations in the report, and I thank the committee for its work.  On learning of the 
pollution events, the government acted quickly and decisively to protect the health and environment of the 
Esperance community, and it is continuing to work to complete the job.  To date, the government has spent more 
than $7 million on this task.  The government has, inter alia: ended lead exports through Esperance port and 
comprehensively cleaned the port; taken almost 3 000 blood samples, including three rounds of follow-up testing 
of 83 children who had elevated blood lead levels; arranged home visits from medical practitioners and 
toxicologists to follow-up on test results; professionally cleaned the homes of children who have had elevated 
blood lead levels, and cleaned local barbecue and playground areas; tested more than 1 500 rainwater tanks, 
cleaning 423 of these and providing 271 water filters; brought experts in lead and nickel contamination to 
Esperance to advise government agencies, community members and parents of children at risk; appointed an 
Esperance response coordinator to help organise and support the local response; upgraded procedures involving 
the handling of minerals and the monitoring of dust, with more planned; and restructured port management, 
increased and strengthened the environmental staff of the port, and strengthened its board with the addition of 
two new directors.  The Department of Environment and Conservation has also increased its operational 
presence in Esperance, and a significant increase in resources has been provided to the department to boost its 
environmental compliance capacity.   

The most recent blood tests for the 83 children who originally recorded elevated lead levels show that 92.5 per 
cent of those children now have lower lead levels and that 80.5 per cent of those children have lead levels of five 
micrograms per decilitre or less.  A leading toxicologist, Professor Alison Jones, has confirmed that these results 
are positive and that the existing strategy is working.  Further work is continuing to identify the source of lead in 
the remaining cases.  The retesting of 190 rainwater tanks in Esperance has now produced some preliminary 
results.  Of those tanks, 20.5 per cent again had elevated levels of lead and 7.4 per cent continued to have levels 
of nickel above the Australian Drinking Water Guidelines.  The fact that 20.5 per cent of the samples continue to 
exceed Australian drinking water guidelines for lead is of considerable concern, and a more detailed analysis is 
underway by the University of Western Australia and the Department of Health to examine the cause.  While 
Esperance is well on its way to recovery from lead contamination, the state government will continue to ensure 
that all outstanding issues are resolved and that all Western Australians are better protected in the future.  I now 
table the document.   

[See paper 3489.] 
 


